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P.P.C. & cocon Tour

Ntt Z.dkrkk\ irlrtunit Tt\].I hdI

b.tr in lat)dn 7 vtt\. ro,lnt! as u

1.0th. t  ! r r l  tdD\ ld1ot.  Af t t t

\olunk.tirs dt 2 Etnh C.kbtunna

tt! hrttd Kados nall s ,t,Ihs arn.

Thit i\ h?r ftp(i ut krtt rtuutt!( fu,

tr.n u,t stull li)t P.P.C.. Kotto \

Dc\.e )lltlnbt la )up'.

I  was keen to go on the Lwo

nini rouls thi$ Decembcr and J.rnurry as a chance not

only ro see what lhese n sicians $,o ld do when they

dirccLed tbemselves. but also to see how tlre lrdience

lvould al fecr the wry lhey pedbrmed in smrl l  rnd

inr inrare vcnues. unl ike Ihe huge spaces Kodo

normally plays.

P.P.C is a new group iin nrcd wirhin Kodo of 3

playcrs. )l/n,[t? Funtbashi, Mit ru /riiilta, rnd

Yo!|k( Oda. Tl\c name is iiom the filst letteN oi drc

sounds made by erclr of tlreir tl.ademafk irslrl'nrents

which go'P.)fur, P,t,. Crt?'. When these insepamble

lriends pedbr as a trio in Kodo shows they oever fril

r . '  t r , r \ ide rorn.c relrer.  Ihe) de(rded ru t l l |hcir  o\ \1

act  together ro nrke the rnosl  of  lheir  on sugc

cIeI  , ry Thi .  uJ,  , ,  chrn(c ro ,howcJ,< rheir  rer)

populaf nulnbe|:! .ud also some new tdcks not seen

befbrc on lhe Kodo slage. The k'rgcr I work lbr Kodo.

the nlore I realize that what you see in one show rs.iusl

a snrr l l  sc lcct ion of  what lhe players are rble to

perfomr. 1 s,as oD lobby dury lbr lhe matinee and all I

could hear were taiko. nmsic rnd raucous laughler. I

wrtched lhe second lhow and wrs in stitches myseli.

I t  wrs a blend of  h i laf ious highs rnd ieel-good t.n, s l.:ltit Str(hdkt,Tirhd\t H.u. M.\rri lVi\rrltki a,l
Ph.h h\ Ktltri Ktrd:hnnt

rhythms. Ytr ic l r i ro.  Mitsulu rnd Yosuke obviously

enjoy shadng rhc srrge. The energy and exci tenreDt

rhey create together is in iecr ious.  Wrtching lhe

rudience feed oi] their music and enc€y was fbod tbr

rhe soul. At tbe post-concert pany the three playcrs

wer€ beamiDg. h w.rs exciring fbr nre to see seasoned

Kodo playen looking ncrvous. exci ted rnd ecstat ic

lhrough the couFe ofwhr l  nr ight  seenr to some.rs just

( ,c,n (yes,  i r  begins wi lh a lower case'c ' )  wrs

-- =\'
P.1'.C.\ f,^rl,r. frir'hn1) & Mn\nt.
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$i
thenrselves pracl ic ing day rnd night over the New

Yerr's holidry to gel everyrhing righl i)f tlre nene'

'vrrcking 
opening nighr.

Kodo onnally lours with 2 tbuf ronne nucks dnd

a bus t() trunsporl dre instrunents. phycrs Lrnd statl. so

rhe idea of  5 gir ls.  and x bunch of  dtul l ]s in . r  v.rn

conjured up inl Ses of l old l.rshi red rond tip rnther

than the usual  logisr ic.r l  c i rcus.  Al l  lhe shows rve'e

sold out rv i th people sun( l inS in lhe b.Lck and sruing in

the aisles. The coslrtrDcs designed by Ai:rnd J,l,,i'

Tr,,dAd immedi.rlely esrrblished the kDk of .r show

quite dittercnt llonr A Kodo perfbmunce. Thet helped

. '1 rh( I rood ."  rhr  lJrr( .  "u l , l  
$(r \< rherr  r r l iq r<

brrnd of music in music tu dance. The rudience wrs

enchanted. ln rhe s all sprce ollhe 2nd Tokyo show

the suge wrs shll|td with Okirrw.u musicillr Ko,(ii /tl

fbunded hst yerr as an oll-shoot trupe withir Kodo

This 4 womcn group is rhc vision ol plryer lrrr./r,

H",i. and its Drme conrs f-roln lhe FreDch ior cocoon

or 'chrrsr l is ' .  A c l fysal is is s inr i lLr  to the utc s.  the

sacrcd clrarrber in which liti is crcrted and nuflrrrcd

sh< r , t , i r r '  ro:er i I  r lo.ef  louJl  wr ln r l ( : r  
"sn

hlr  rn i ly  and geoder.  which cLrn be colc|ed up on

sLnge by the mrsc line coslLnncs and foles nomrally

associr ted wi lh l r iko.  ( r . r ,  is  envis ioncd rs a

plllin'ln lbr lhe womcn ol Kodo to shrrc and Ircely

expfess thcnrselles wilh the dr!nrs. sons. dance rnd

olher inslru cnts they usual l l  t ravel  thc $odd lv idr

surfouoded by rhcir  l r la le col lcrgues on thc Kodo

\ rJc Tojel l r<r $ i rh I  .ub J i '  A\ . t  '  OLi-  t r ' t

M!\ani Miro.uki. nn<l foV?i{' .trudrQl.r' Nomr.rlly the

riislic dirccrof of Kodo is ll]alc. but when you think

, ' l  r l ,c  Jrkcl i {  , f  :  pr ' tpelei_ In, l  hoq : ,  nL,rr  opcr. , l i r , f

I  lcnr le chaHctcf  is  bound lo nrove her in di l lerent

ways. it was exciting Lo see how thcse pl.ryen rvdrtld

pertonr wlren letl to Lbcn own deviccs They could

trhatu ht Mduni. Td\k,

yh'at  h\  Fnrht ' , '  T rnt I  I

A tllh|ti! Mtvrri & A|.t.
ph.k, bt M.ldni! l urlt,

lr.ntntu. w;rh whom rhcy had rehexFcd tbr lhe tiN

r ime th.r t  vcfy dry.  The feel-good Okinrw n lunes

(and one iree drink) nr.de a nstive mood tin the New

Year's P,rrty-themed show. as did the hrge bottlc of

\Jo"\  H, '1r . . ,  
"  

N^ he| l r  Sn"u, : , , t .  1,e: i r l \

sharcd wiLh the.rudiencc. '

I  l , r \e ro J. , ' ,b l  l l ,  r  bulh rrre 'e 1f \  pr . j<.1\

P.P.C. 1\r ' td rcLor wi l l  help rhe 7 young PcrtormeN

inject .r tiesh wrve ofe ergy rnd inspiralion into rherr

work on tlre Kodo n in slrge.

Neilher of these events would hrlc been possiblc

with oul the lircless vo[rrrtcer eilifis of lvzrtdlo Sat).
' fontoko Ola.  the I tsLtDto Kokt)ro ni  P P.C.

Cr), , , , i r1. . .  Yoshie s nrolhef.  Fr i l t "  St t  . th41a. rhe

(o.on i r  Kuni l . t th i  Co r t i t tc?.  f , t td the Ko. l .  in

Shihdkt Coreft Co t titt?.. Our many thrnks

explore ncw ways thrt

s i r  lheir  physical

nniqueness using ski l ls

they l r . rve rc f ined

lhfough yeArs oi

pertbmring wirh Kodo.

I t  isn l  casy lo l

Kodo ployers ro f ind

feherrsrl lime faf cxlr'.r

proJects. so lhe womcn

ol . . ) (  , r  found



Kodo Close-up:
Kazuko Arai Cenerul AlJLir.t Mturttgct
1 tu .t5111 ht t yti.s t,l t'n,liltt tl hklitilltl Kul. t notbct.\

Kazuko A|".li (nie Ib) the nriddle of :l sisreN wrs

bom in lhe he.l|l ofToLyo on Nolembef l-llh. 1961. Her

girndfirlrer wodied fbr l|.tdnrg conrplny which re$lled

ir '  l r1 r , , r \ f  l \ ' , r '  b.{r  in Au,rr . , l , , . In l  i rosi l i  , rp i

Gernranl. As hef businessnr.in lrrher wrs a s.hoh. by

inclination. K zukos honle w,rs filled with books. ALrle t{)

rcid dr bible jn Hebnw. he wrs tlscinated bl rcligioD

:n. l  Jon\.rrcJ lu Cr lhul i ( i . r ) r .  KJUk. r . r . l  l<.  . i ' le | .

$,crc rriscd !s Cdholics and ruended lveekly ll]rss.

lhough Kazuko enlied her riiends who rverc otrr plxying

on Sundry nlo ings. She $.rs told by her tadler dur if

she wenr ro r Buddhisl tenrple or Shinlo shdne. ruthef

th n pret to theirdeities. she should sinrply sry helb.

With Lecnrs ol llicnds li!in! ncllr thcif inJ | {pannlent.

tomboy Kazul'o h. $('rde ll tinre rlterDarcly plryins

: ind i ighl ing wirh rhe|n al l .  1n elementar l  school  she

sw nr and did gyn)nrstics a d l(x)k pirno lessons until

grxdc -1. This cnded becrrNe boisterous Ka^rko couldnt

b.ar sildrg still li)r p cticc.

Al  a piv te Cathol ic gi f ls  school  she dis.ovcred r

pNsnnr tu bNketball. She was tall lbr her age und pl yed

ccntrc. unlil her teaunnrtes oulgrew her rnd she w.N

na)!.d to gud . Alicf higlr school she rknded St.Pauls

Universi ty ro study hw. Nrturr l ly  she jo ined tbe

b.rsketb,rll club which w$ then iD tie k^vly :l ticf. WiLh

r new cotrh rnd.r u€sh inlirsion oflulent in her year the

lcxnr rnoved ;rlo the 2nd tier ibr the ilrsr tinre in Sl. Prulh

iistory rDd K.vtrko rusc b bcconr lbe temi crpuin.

While coDsiderin! heftuturc shc tofcd with tlrc idcr of

becomirg a policewoman. bl|t evenrually decided to rlork

ii)r Seiko watches in rhe tbrcign nra eting depatnrenr.

Alicr 5 IerA she was pul in chrfge of rhe Anrencrn

depaamcnt which wrs an nlnosl ovenhehnios chrllenge

becauseofher inadequrte English. Shc strdicd to inprovc

rnd 
-!rew 

into the job. bul aiier l{) yeaa at the comBny

slre began rc burrp in lo the glass cei l ing.  Though she

run' i . l . rd hir  )c. ,G,, ,  Scrk- J \ : ,hrrhlr  : r 'J  r . f . r r ru\<

expeien.e. she begrn to rcconsidcf lrcf pr ospeca.

About dris tinre she s w hefliNt Kodo conccn rnd wrs

deeply impressed. She rcad in lhe progHnnne abolt .r 5

.hy tlliko wor kshop on Sido

.nd so ofi she went. lt w s

her tirn tinle loeven touch a

triko :rnd she krved it. She

had.r lways tbougbt ol '

hcrscll as n cog in d lxryc

wheel rnd now she

reasoned. she nray as well

be in lo l \ed in cre t ing r

proiecr rlr r is .rs rpperlins

ds Kdlos, raLbd thrn ntrx

wf ist  wr lches. Though

Kodo could only ofief.r parlrinre position. she decided it

w.rs wodh theg:rrrble rnd so quil Seiko tmd crnle ro Srdo

in Apdloi '96.

Hcr liNL teN on Srdo was fdscirrting. thc work less

hectic thrn Nr Seiko. and hef endless conrmutes in Tokyo

rcplaced with mo|ning.nd e\€ning drives Io tlle beach iol

l quick swirr. The biggesr ch.rllenge wN KP duty. Ar .ge

l0 it wns llrc linit tinc shc hd evcr cookcd. ln hcf 2nd.

}J. , |J. l r I  )e. , r  J!  n,r  . , r  , r . i , r . , f l  r i i  I  r ' , , r . , !c r l

Anreic.r rnd Eurolt. Though she enjoyed lhe l|a!el. she

ttll she was undef'achie!ing when having to work in

English and a\ked to be excrNed Urnr fbrcign tour\.

Brck on Srdo ;r dle lrll ol 99 she beg livin-c with

t l . , )pr  TJle. l  i  Ar i  ,  ,ec KB VOl 55 . ,  * ' { , r l ' " i r  ' , 'n

Kentaro was on his way. She rctLmed to dre offce wilh

the baby on her bacli rnd began doing lhe books for Eal1h

Cclebr.r t ion.  She l r ter  set  up Kodos generr l  r f i l i rs

depLrrtnlenr. coordin ring thingr which hnd prcviousl)

been donc in an .id hoc rvry. likc conLr{ts, r.lircmcnt

planning. insLr|.lnce. nreetirgs scedules. and vac.rlions.

ln l(X).I canre theif 2nd son. Ryunosuke. The|: was

., l |er , l ]  r  r r . ! l i r . .  n ,1 . rorh<r.  in rh< ol lne s i r l r  (h i l ,h.

on their  brcks.  or  $,ofk ing in rhe p{rent/chi1d rooln

cquippcd rvith computcrs rurd cribs. Still rvith clad d$,ry

two thirds of the year it is no e sy task to be .r working

nrum. Kazuko hopes lo use whrlever incr€ase in ilee tinre

she nny gel when her boys are nr school lo irrprove her

English. And il tlrey should wrnr to play hikol Her b$ic

phik)s)phy is lhxt thcy sh(trrld bc .rblc to do rs thcy litc.

She would howevef, preief drey had a glimpse of dre

ourside wo d.lo know lhe dlanlages ofbofi the city rnd

rh( r  oUnrry - . , . .he' lue,  -  belo,r  rhc) nr. , \e rh. , r  lhu.Je.



ln cclcbori(nr ol the cenLcndry ol Jrfmcsc

e'rs , i (n 'oBrui , . , {) , )8wrlrscc,wr{rer,seo, 
. .  i I f  bf igf  .  .  .  ,. \ | | .  r f  i l rh( . . |J ' , ,  t . ,1,h f . ,1,u, , , i .  . , ! l ru i

rls. seieDce & spo s Lrcl*cen rhc I couiliies. Ii ll'is

spirn Kodo wi l lbe Iexlur lne !  ins i ionr Bmilal  lh is surnDer 's Err lh Cc lcbr l r ion.  I  n Oclob.r  rd

Norenb$ Kodo wi l l  r ln)  lour Soulh Anrc,  icr  This $i l1 be Kodo s lnd r is i l  (o R,!7i l  s ince 1988 r id l iNr

O,r Nlrrch lhh rlnlugh lhc l(h nrcnnre,s oi Kodo will pe,lonn it Hollmd $nh Eno

ol rhc UMarl,1 1r?ja1 iUMOIA is ! Swlhili word Lhrl ntdis lhe sPirll ol loeclhcnrc\\) which i\ dedicdlctl lo incrtrsrnS

NllNncs ol rhe $o d\ pobleNs (htrugh nnaic. McDbe.s ol Kodo will rl$ n[kc,r rlcoding wirh art.

6 Shizuokr l$nlr:hilituto NrgiNli Ki k {)5lli 66 I | | 1
? Aichi Kodd Cho in Krilrtr

One Earth Tour Europe

l . l  Ni l ioulConcc, lHr l l  DubLir . l rc l rnd
5 Erdge\ure, Hrll Nl.nchcsrcr. Engllnd
7 Slndrnry Hr l l  BnDinghrnr.  Engrr .d

9.10 The 5rg. Crrcshcrd. Enghn'l
l l  Phi lhrnn[ ic Hr l j  L i lcrpool .  Eng]xnd

16.17 Kurnr l  Oo(ende. Bclgnr l
l9 Edr i rs Thcrrcr  HAscl l .  Bclgruir

l l . l l  El lsrbcrhzml Arrsee. Belgiun'
ll.l.t Phllhrnnnric Luxcnrtnrtg

.17 Congr!$ Zdn,unr Hrn'bttrg Hrnrburs. Gcmu)
:18 Tonhlllc Du\seldon Dussekl( :Gctnrny

I  P r ,  r r" . {1.  \ . ' l ' r , .h i \ l r r i  l ' .C r ' '  i ' l
.1.5 Kulr!r & Kongresszciuun I-icdcrhrllc

ll Cilu 'I.'riul shi Bunkr Krikrn 0571-l.l-1600
I I  T$ shi .  Nl ic Nl ic kcnBunkrKr iku 05r- l l l  1330
l i  U$!r im. shl-  Ehinrc Co\nn^ Hnl l  l \4 imr0N!5 5s l l l l
l8 Wrk! t rn Wukryrmr N1!nic ipr l  Au( l i lu iLr

073 l3t  l t  t l
l l  w0krrnnt ShinsuShinin Kr ikrn 0735 l l  lT l l
l5 Ni ig lh Nl l rorrShi  rs!Ccki io 015 l8 l  11000

KASA 2008 conceft and workshop tour
Hanayui in USA

Hrnlui will rernr !p sith hsr )cri\ E!,lh Ccleb,rrn'l
r(isric dnc.Ior K.or wrlxnrbc in \okshop\ rnd concc(s
iedruLiig trrdilnDlllbll songs lnd drnccs. hiko rid iut.

BR)rdrvry Pcrlirrrdnc. Hrll
J lpr i  A eLierTlrerrE

1

l0
t l

t+ r6

Sruusrr .  Ccn!dy
AwD Hrll Hun.orc, Hrirolcr. Gennrnt
Die Clockc Drs B,enre, KoMc,lhxus

BLe en- Geflnxny
Phi lh lNonie Bc, l i i  Bc, i i r .  Gemar)
RURGH()F Lon'rch Lonach- GcDrny
l le ineken Nfusic HdlL AfrncRlunr.  Ncrherhnds
Kodo \!ith Bldl'

i\'h,!h I Serrrlc
8 Los Angeles

Mrrth l.l Ahnrdr. CA Rhyrhnix lvor\sho|

M ah l l . l5 Po, l ld id Tl ik( i  Spr ing Concen
For nuc dclils see KASA wcbsilc:
hupr/{ws.kodo.orjp/kxsr
Chicko KojiNa iD'.Iapan in Ameri.a', Soattlc
lvhrlh ll Scatlc Towi Hr l lCrcrr  Hr lL
Pl i lcrs:  Chieko K() j inr  (drnce).  Kroru wrrrnrbc l l i ,c) .
Kcnny Endo (hi lo) .  S!$r!u Yrnrrgrnr i  (nnDriscnr !nd

hup,//*rv*.r{){ihrllsernle.o' g

l0.ll Nlonllux Music & Corlcnriinr Centet
Audiror iunSl[ ! ins( i  Monlrcur.S$i l rer l rDd

l l  l l  Kulrur utrd KoneEs/cnnun Lrzcnr
Luze0r. S\ir^'']i'ftl

One Earth Tour Japan

9lbrr  , i  Hih.hi , ' r l , r  Ciry H!11 029-275- l  lz l
l0 lochigi  Nogi  nnchi  Bunku Kl ikrn (ENISS HALL)

0180 5? ?000
l l  Sr i l rn.  wrko Shinr in Runkr Cei tc 0.18 .168 7?71
l3 GutrDx Shibuka*r Shnni .  Kr ikr i  0179 l -+ 116l
1.1 Fu. j iokr shl-  Cunm! Mikrbo Nl ih iKrtr  0:775- l l l l i
l5 Srir.rn! n)roiorN! ShiiDiD Burkr Cenrfc 011998-?77?
l7 Koshigryr-shi .  Sdinnn SutrCi l )  H!11 0.18! i l5- l  l l l
l0 Toklo Ord Ku in Hrll Aprico 0l-57.1-1-160{)
l l  Chibr KiNn{ Shlmirr  Bunkr r '  l l  ( I119'55 330{)
ll Chibr T,)Smc Bun\! Klikrn
1.1 Tokfo PMrhcnon Tunra Hrll

0.175 55 6l | l
01133,18171

15 Toklo Higrshiy.  nrro Shi ,n in Knikr .  (HlNniDS H0l l )
l0 Toklo Katsush,k!-liu Brikr Krikxn 03 5670 lzll

I Shizuokr 0!irm'cho Sogo Buil'r KrikrD 055o76-5701
I shiTuokr Yr iz!  shi  BunkiCenrrc 0-t .1-61?- l l  l l

Notice to Kodo Beat Readers
Kodo B.rr  is  r  rcsslcr . r  l i )eu:  fg otr  r r .  rcr i \  r lc \  o l

Kodo xnJ n \c qur ' rc ' l !  t i  in. i  . rs ol  / tkrh, /K, , / ,

Lt.,,/r,r'(,1, i\ dcdi.(1| ro hrir-! r! Kodo cl(xcr r,, ru,

rudiotrcc xDd lEllN\ Ix'k..trrhu:irn: Nlc rdnrif s r\rilnbrc

n) rll As \vell N 
'ctcirirg 

,(rzt, &1t. nre nbc^ r { lur

: tocir l  xd\rnrc r i rk. t  r . :c ' \ , !n) \  lnr : . lccrcd .onc., r \  f l

Jxtd. rhc.hxn.. ro btr! oi-!itrrl-!ool: {rr hhLconly t,llroDr.

rid:.Lc.r.tl rliscounN.D i rrrlc ol Kodo g.odi.\ For lidrt,

hr ,1 '  ! ' rL i r ( r r ! r  r r . . rud, '1 qi

l  
' r ' - r  

.a11 -  
'^  

r l  \  1r15. ' r \ ' l .  r '  , r "  i '

\ . rnor n x\rLl$Lc.D 1lr .  lnr . rncr.

K.do vi l l rgc.  Ogi .Sido ls i r l95l  { )6 l l . l r t ln

Tcl.0159 36 l6:10 (ljrx 36:ll)

. n[il] h.Mbed G,l,odo.o in

Kulo\ olli.ial \t.h sit.: httplhrer.k(do.or.iP


